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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
Sabbath February 11, 2017
“Daniel Chapter 8” 
A Power Point Presentation
The title of today’s sermon is: “Daniel Chapter 8” 
Before we begin, let us pray …
Daniel chapter 8 is an interesting chapter in that it will repeat and enlarge on what we have studied the last two weeks as well as the fact that it contains the longest time prophecy in the Bible.


Last Sabbath we studied Daniel chapter 7 and the rise of the 4 kingdoms and the little horn power.

In the last two weeks there were some very clear messages that God’s people facing the coming crisis, must put their full faith and confidence in Him who said “I will never leave thee or forsake thee.” We saw that young Daniel’s strong faith in God was rewarded as he was given the knowledge of the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar, along with the interpretation. In the king’s presence he gave glory to God when he said in verse 28, “But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.” His faith saved his own life and that of his 3 friends.


In Chapter 3 we saw that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow down to the golden image when the music played, even though it could mean certain death. They were brought before the king and explained that they would not bow before any false God and break God’s 2nd commandment. The king ordered the three boys to be cast into the fiery furnace with their hands bound with rope. Only the rope burned, but Jesus was with and the flames did them no harm. In the time of trouble, God’s people will be forced to yield to the image of the beast, the National Sunday Law or face punishment. But we must face the trial as those three Hebrews did, giving glory to God.
In Daniel chapter 6 we learn that God’s people must stay true to principle in all circumstances regardless of the consequences. Daniel stayed true to principle and was put into the lion’s den and God sent an angel to protect him.
In Daniel chapter 7, Daniel had a dream and he saw four great beasts that came up from the sea. What Daniel had seen in vision was four great kingdoms, represented as beasts, arising in populated areas after much war and commotion. We saw that he Head of Gold in Daniel 2 was the same empire as the Lion with eagle’s wings in Daniel 7. Both are spoke about Babylon who ruled from 605 to 539 BC. The Chest and arms of Silver in Daniel 2 was the same empire as the Bear with 3 ribs in his mouth in Daniel 7. Both were speaking about Medo-Persia who ruled from 539 to 331 BC. The Thighs of Brass in Daniel 2 was the same empire as a leopard with 4 heads and 4 wings in Daniel 7. Both were speaking about the empire of Greece who ruled from 331 to 168 BC. The Legs of Iron in Daniel 2 was the same empire as the terrible beast with iron teeth in Daniel 7. Both were speaking about the Roman Empire who ruled from 168 BC to 476 AD. The Ten Toes and the feet of iron and clay in Daniel 2 and the Ten Horns in Daniel 7 represented the ten nations of western Europe after the collapse of the Roman Empire in 476 AD and there would never be another world empire before the second coming of Jesus.
The focal point of our study last week in Daniel 7 was the little horn power, and we revealed ten marks of identification that showed us who the little horn power is.
1. It came up among the 10 nations of Western Europe;
2. At a time after 476 A.D.;
3. It being a little horn, meant it was a little kingdom;
4. It was to uproot three horns, which it did;
5. A man is at its head;
6. It is diverse or different;
7. Speaks blasphemy;
8. Persecutes God’s saints;
9. Think to change times and laws;
10. Rules for a time, times, half a time.
In all the years of recorded history, there is only ONE power that has ever met all ten marks of identification from the Bible, and it is therefore the “Little Horn Power” of Daniel chapter 7.
The Papacy at Rome!

Now let us get into today’s study, Daniel chapter 8.
Let us read together Daniel 8:1-3 “In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, [even unto] me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.  And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I [was] at Shushan [in] the palace, which [is] in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had [two] horns: and the [two] horns [were] high; but one [was] higher than the other, and the higher came up last.” So here is at the river of Ulai in vision. He saw a ram with two horns, one higher than the other.

Let us read together verse 4, “I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither [was there any] that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.    

What Daniel saw was the rise of the Medo-Persian Empire. This map shows the extent of that empire on the 4 points of the compass. To assume world power it had to defeat Lydia, Egypt and Babylon.

So here we have the Bible principle of repeat and enlarge again. The ram with 2 horns in Daniel 8 is the same as the Bear raised up on one side with 3 ribs in his mouth in chapter 7. Also the same as the chest and arms of silver in chapter 2.
Verse 5, “And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.”
Now let us inspect this verse 5, “And as I was considering, behold, an he goat (the he-goat represents the kingdom of Greece) came from the west (Greece lay west of Persia) on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: (the speed of conquests) and the goat had a notable horn (the notable horn represents the first king – Alexander the Great) between his eyes. Daniel 8:5

Verse 6, “And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.” 
Verse 7, “And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.” 

Daniel 8:8 “Therefore the he goat waxed very great:”
Alexander lived for the Battle. But when there were no more enemies to conquer, he couldn’t conquer his worst enemy, himself.
Daniel 8:8 “Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the fourwinds of heaven. 

The great horn was broken.
June 10, 323 BC, Alexander the Great died at the age of 33. Cause of death: Acute alcohol poisoning. This was after he twice drank the Herculean cup filled with alcohol.

“… and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.”  
The Four Generals divided the empire Cassander - Greece and neighboring countries; Lysimachus - Asia Minor; Seleucus - Syria and 
Babylon; Ptolemy – Egypt. Now there were many generals, but these 4 men killed the other generals and even killed Alexander’s young son.
Here’s how it looks on the map. Cassander and Lysimachus were not a problem and lived peaceably. However Ptolemy in Egypt and Seleucus in his empire warred against each other  for many generations.

Daniel 8:9 “And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.” 
And out of one of them (the 4 horns or divisions of the Grecian Empire) came forth a ‘little horn,’ (not the Papal ‘little horn’) which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.  Daniel 8:9 This “little horn” was to become the Pagan Roman Empire.

Some Bible scholars believed that this little horn was a man by the name of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who was born 215 BC; died 164 BC, ruled the Seleucid Empire (one of 26 such kings) from 175 BC until death in 164 BC. 

It could not be Antiochus IV Epiphanes; because he was a king of one of the four horns of the Grecian empire, and this was an empire (horn) coming out of one of them (four horns). It could only be the pagan Roman empire.
Rome first conquered Macedonia, (the Grecian Empire) in 168 BC, thus appearing to Daniel as coming forth from one of the horns of the goat.

So in verse 9, Daniel described this little horn, “… which waxed exceeding great …” Verse 4, had the ram (medo-Persia) as “… became great …” and Verse 8 had the he-goat as “… waxed very great …” but this little horn (pagan Rome) “… waxed exceeding great …” 
Here you see the extent of the Roman Empire when it was at its height.

This little horn (pagan Rome) waxed exceeding great toward the south, (Egypt was made a province of the Roman Empire in 30 B.C.) and toward the east, (She conquered Syria and made it a province of the Roman Empire in 65 B.C.)  and toward the pleasant [land].”  Daniel 8:9

Judea is called “the pleasant land” in many scriptures. The Romans made it a province of the Roman Empire in 63 B.C.
And it (the little horn pagan Roman Empire) waxed great, even to the host of heaven (people of God); and it cast down some of the host and of the stars (church leaders) to the ground, and stamped upon them (much persecution). Daniel 8:10

It is important to understand that The “little horn” symbolizes Rome in its entire history, both in its pagan phase “the daily” and in its papal phase, the “transgression of desolation.”
Yea, he (pagan/papal Rome) magnified himself even to the prince of the host (Jesus), and by him (papal Rome) the daily (Roman paganism) [sacrifice] was taken away, and the place of his (pagan Rome) sanctuary (worship - city of Rome) was cast down. Daniel 8:11

It is important to understand that The seat of government was removed by Constantine from Rome to Constantinople in A.D. 330. In Revelation 13:2 it says “…the dragon (Satan led pagan Rome) gave him (papal Rome) his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
And an host (pagan converts to Roman Catholicism) was given [him] (papal Rome) against the daily (paganism) [sacrifice] by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered. Daniel 8:12

Also Important to understand: “…and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced (its deceptions), and prospered.” Daniel 8:11 

In a few words is described the history and career of the Roman Catholic system. Truth was figuratively cast down, as it was horribly distorted and loaded with traditions and superstitions. 
Additionally Important to understand:In verses 11 and 12, we put a red line through the word sacrifice. This was a supplied word for which the interpreters thought it belonged. The Spirit of Prophecy has confirmed that, it does not belong. “Then I saw in relation to the "daily" (Dan. 8:12) that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by man's wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it (the daily) to those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct view of the "daily"; but in the confusion since 1844, other views have been embraced, and darkness and confusion have followed. Time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never again be a test.”    Early Writings - page 74.2 

 “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?”

Important to understand: Verse 13 is often misinterpreted. But a careful study of the verse shows that “… the daily (paganism), and the transgression of desolation (papacy), …” are the two evil entities, while “… the sanctuary (the heavenly) and the host …” (God’s people) are the two good entities that are to “… be trodden under foot.” (persecuted)
Important to understand: The misinterpretation in verse 13 is where some are saying the “daily” refers to Jesus’ daily ministration in the holy part of the heavenly sanctuary. But this cannot be for two reasons: 

Reason #1. In verse 13 the “daily” is one entity that trods down the sanctuary and the host and is there fore evil. Look again at verse 13.

Reason #2. The Spirit of Prophecy wrote, “… the Lord gave the correct view of it (the daily) to those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were united on the correct view of the "daily"; …”   EW 74

And most of the pioneers did have the correct view of the “daily” before 1844 as “paganism.”
Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”

In Bible prophecy, one prophetic day equals one literal year.
Ezekiel 4:6 “I have appointed thee each day for a year.” 2300 prophetic days = 2300 literal years.
So after 2,300 literal years, the sanctuary would be cleansed. But what sanctuary is it talking about? The sanctuary is the dwelling place of the most high. The sanctuary to be cleansed is not the earth, it is not the Land of Canaan and it is not the church. The sanctuary is the Temple of the Lord in heaven, which would agree with Hebrews 8:1, 2. 
Hebrews 8:1, 2. “Now of the things which we have spoken [this is] the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.”  This will be explained and clarified in the next scheduled sermon in Daniel Chapter 9.

Daniel 8:15 “And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.”


Daniel 8:16 “And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.” The voice he heard was that of Christ. What was the vision he was to understand? The 2300 days.
Daniel 8:17-19 “So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision. Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.”  

Daniel 8:26 “And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.”  Daniel was not to learn the details of the prophecy as it would be fulfilled far into the future. He was told to shut it up for now.
Daniel 8:27 “And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.”

About 12 years Later: October or November of 538 B.C. Daniel was about 85 years old and chapter 9 begins.
We will cover that in the next presentation as we enter Daniel Chapter 9

Let us pray …
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